
Summer “Jobs” for Children 

In an article published in the April 11, 2011 issue of Psychology Today, Dr. Judy Willis 

points out that the best jobs in the 21st century will go to applicants who can think.  

Humans will not be able to compete with computers when it comes to remembering 

facts and data; the successful adult will be that person who can analyze information, 

adapt to new sets of circumstances, collaborate and cooperate with others, and 

communicate effectively.   

As you make plans for the summer, try to find activities that help your children acquire 

these attributes.  Look for activities that promote interpretive thinking, creativity, and 

interaction with the environment and others.   

Are you going on a trip this summer?  Your children can be responsible for the task of 

packing their own luggage.  This is a good way for them to practice predicting and 

planning ahead. If a favorite item is forgotten, the consequence will be real but not 

overwhelmingly negative.  

You will likely have your children accompany you on day-to-day errands during the 

summer.  Work with them to list and prioritize the tasks to be accomplished. Help them 

think flexibly about the best order in which to do errands based on their importance 

and the spatial considerations of getting from one place to another.  If your child 

discovers that the ice cream melted because the grocery shopping was done before 

the trip to the post office, it is a great lesson on considering multiple criteria! 

Perhaps your children want to build something or learn a new skill this summer.  Assist 

with verbalizing goals, as well as making a timetable for achieving them.  How might a 

need for help or materials be communicated? What are multiple ways to accomplish 

the objective?   

While children have fun this summer, they can be acquiring the essential skills that will 

serve them later in life.  The saying that children’s play is their work is very true! 

It has been a pleasure working with your children this school year, and I look forward to 

another wonderful year of SEARCH beginning in the fall!  Until then, one valuable source 

of inspiration for summer activities is the National Association for Gifted Children: 

http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-parents/planning-summer. 
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